
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Principal’s Message 
We turned around and it is suddenly December.  It is 

going to be a busy month for all.  Our wonderful and 

generous PTA will be having their monthly meeting 

on Monday, December 3rd at 6:30 p.m.  If you 

haven’t had a chance to join please consider 

becoming a member of this wonderful organization. 

 Music is a huge part of the winter season and our 

CHORUS CONCERT will be held on Tuesday, 

December 4th. 
The Chorus will perform for the student body at 
2:15 p.m. and for the community at 7:00 p.m. on 
December 4th. 
There will be a 2 hour early dismissal on Thursday, 

December 6th. This will enable staff to participate in 

a county wide professional development. The next 

week will bring us a chance for another music event. 
 Both the band and strings will perform for the 
student body on Wednesday, December 12th at 2:15 
p.m. 
STRINGS ONLY will perform for the community on 
the evening of December 12th at 7:00 p.m. 
BAND ONLY will perform for the community on 
the evening of December 13th at 7:00 p.m.  
 
The last day of school for students before the winter 

break is Friday, December 21st and students will 

return to us on Wednesday, January 2nd. 

We hope that the winter season brings you many 

joys and that you and your family have great health 

and happiness in the New Year to come. 

                  Dr. Prater, Principal 

Mrs. Elliott, Assistant Principal 

 

 
 

THE SHARING FOUNDATION 
 
Once again this holiday season, Ridgeway Elementary 
School is sponsoring a donation barrel for The Sharing 

Foundation. The Sharing Foundation is a local 
organization designed to help families who work but 

need some extra help.  Students may fill up the barrel 
that we have located in the main lobby with unwrapped 

gifts as they enter the building in the morning. The 
collection will continue through Friday, December 14th.  
Please contact our School Counselor, Melissa Stup, at 
410-222-6524 if you have any questions. We greatly 

appreciate your support! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With cold weather quickly approaching, we 
ask that you remind students to bring/ wear 

their coats, hats, and gloves. While the 
morning may start off reasonably warm, 

changes may occur during the day. 
On behalf of the entire staff, we wish you a 

month filled with family and fun. 
 

Ridgeway Elementary School 
Riding High to Excellence 

MONDAY, December 3, 2018 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Ridgeway family encourages community involvement, values learning, and promotes character. 

 

VISION STATEMENT VALUES 
Every student at Ridgeway will be productive members of our world by displaying: 

 Competence toward rigorous standards assessed through ongoing state and school-based assessments. 
 Compassion as students develop values and demonstrate a caring affect. 
 Confidence as they develop and demonstrate the ability to persevere through complex tasks and to accept 

challenges. 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
Green School News 

 

Thank you to all the 3rd-5th graders that participated 
in the Fall session of Environmental Club! Students 
in the club learned about marine debris: what it is, 
the most common types, and how we can help 
prevent it. Another session of the club for students 
in grades K-2 will be held in the Spring. 

Don’t forget to donate unwanted clothes and shoes 
to our yellow Planet Aid bins! Donated items are tax 
deductible and each pound helps Ridgeway earn 
money to support Green School initiatives. 

This holiday season, think about how you can be a 
friend to the environment. Here are some 
suggestions. Bring reusable bags when you go 
shopping and skip the plastic bags. Wrap presents 
in recycled paper, or reuse gift bags, tins, bows and 
ribbon. If you send holiday cards, try to choose ones 
that are made from recycled paper and recycle the 
cards you receive once you are done enjoying them. 
Choose LED lights to decorate trees and houses. 
This type of light saves energy! Consider giving gifts 
that are experience-driven, such as concert or 
movie tickets, gift certificates to dinner or a 
massage, or an annual pass to a county/state park. 
Have a wonderful “green” holiday 

season! 

 
 

Event Parking at Ridgeway 
 
We would like to remind all parents and visitors to 
Ridgeway Elementary to please respect the 
property of our neighbors and do not park in any 
driveway, in front of any driveway or mailbox. 
Our neighbors have been instructed by the Anne 
Arundel County Policy Department to contact them 
and they will ticket and/or tow vehicles who are in 
violation. 
ALL VEHICLES THAT PARK IN THE BUS LANE 
MUST MOVE THEIR VEHICLE  BEFORE 2:30 PM 

 

 
 

STUDENT DROP OFF 
 

Just a reminder that school begins daily at 8:55 AM.  
Our doors open for students at 8:35 AM. We would 
like to ask that you please be mindful of the time 
that you drop your students off at school; particularly 
during the cold winter months. Thank You! 

 

 
Background Checks 

 

*Before you volunteer, you must watch the Anne 

Arundel County Sexual Harassment and Child 

Abuse PowerPoint and complete the form for us to 

keep on file (not required if we have your form on 

file).   

*Background checks can now be done online and 

are required for all school field trips but are not 

required to volunteer at the school. To begin the 

background check process, please go to the 

following link: http://www.aacps.org/chaperone/.  
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What’s happening at RidgeWay? 
ACC I and II –   

ACCI: For December, the unique curriculum in ACC-1 is all about history! We will be introducing and 
reviewing many different transitions from around the world. More specifically, we will review winter 
traditions. Some of the math crafts that we will do include a yarn wreath. In order to create the yarn 
wreath, we must use a ruler to measure. We will retell the story of the Gingerbread Men together as a 
class and determine which direction he is headed through predictions. Stay tuned for our bulletin 
board craft!!!  
ACCII:  For the month of December, ACC 2 students will be learning about different cultures and 
family traditions throughout the holidays. In reading, students will learn about traditions through two 
leveled readers. The first reader is called, “It’s Our Tradition”. In this story, students learn about what 
a tradition is, become aware that different families do different things, and share what their family 
traditions entail. In word work/phonics, students will be focusing on learning sight words and 
vocabulary that revolves around the winter months. These words include: celebration, parade, family, 
tradition, food, and different. They will focus on identifying, reading, and using these words in 
sentences. In math, students will be learning how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide using various 
holiday shapes and word problems. Students will also learn how to measure, tell time, count coins, 
and graph. During science and social studies, students will learn about different cultures throughout 
experiments, read alouds, crafts, games, and food. Our social skills focus for the month is 
encouragement.  
  

Kindergarten - Our upcoming unit is all about how things move.  In Math, we will be 

exploring nonstandard measurement. In Language Arts, we will continue to work on sight words, 
letters/sounds, blending to read words and reading strategies. Before break, we will explore how 
winter holidays are celebrated around the world.  We look forward to activities that will bring this 
calendar year to a close.  Due to the change of weather, please send in a temperature appropriate 
change of clothes to store in your child’s locker. 

  

First – Thank you to those of you who made it to the October conference day. There will be 

another conference day in the springtime.  We are planning our annual Gingerbread Unit right now. 
For the week December 17th, the first graders will read, listen to, retell, act out, etc. many different 
versions of The Gingerbread Man. We have shared stories like The Gingerbread Baby and 
Gingerbread Friends in the past. As our culminating activity, the students get to build a gingerbread 
house! Parents and guardians are invited to join us for this fun-filled first grade tradition on Thursday, 
December 20th. More information to come home soon.  
We hope that your child has been enjoying Chessie! Please encourage your child to read and 
participate to earn their prizes. Your child should read every night, even if they are not participating in 
Chessie. There are always strategies and skills to practice, from sounding out new words to using an 
expressive voice.  
Please encourage your child to practice addition and subtraction facts at home, as well as take time 
to practice writing complete sentences.  
Weather reminder: We will be going outside for recess as long as it is above freezing temperatures. 
Please send your child to school with a jacket or coat.    
Thank you for all of your support and happy holidays!  
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Second- In Language Arts, we will be: using information gained from illustrations and 
words to show understanding of characters, setting, and plot; describing how 
characters respond to major events and challenges in a story; and using text features 
like captions and glossaries to find facts. We will also be learning about compound 
words and reviewing proper nouns, plural nouns, and possessive nouns.  
In Math, we will be solving two-step addition and subtraction problems using a variety 
of strategies, analyzing word problems to determine the operation needed to solve 
them, solving for unknowns, and representing three-digit numbers with bundles of 
hundreds and tens.  
In Science and Social Studies, we will be finishing our Tremendous Trees PTD 
activities and heading toward our next module, Preservation Problem Solvers.  
Please have your child wear his or her coat to school in case we can have outdoor 
recess! Thank you for your support during the first quarter. Here we go, marking period 
two!   
 

Third - In Language Arts, students will be practicing comprehension skills such as 
author’s purpose, point of view, main idea and details and making inferences.  Our 
math will cover multiplication, division and measurement.  Please keep practicing 
multiplication facts with your child each day to help them become fluent in their basic 
facts.  In Social Studies, students are studying communities and culture. In Science, 
students will learn about the life cycle of living things. 
 

Fourth – Fourth graders will focus on reading non-fiction text to integrate information 
from multiple sources on the same topic. They will also learn about the different non-
fiction text structures. Additionally, students will gather information to write informative 
essays. In Math, we will be exploring metric and standard measurement, as well as 
time. Students will also explore the concept of multiplicative comparison. In Science, 
students will learn about earthquakes and different types of waves. In Social Studies, 
we will be learning about the establishment of Maryland as a colony. Our field trip to 
Toby’s Dinner Theatre to see Charlotte’s Web has been rescheduled for Thursday, 
December 20. We hope that you have a joyful holiday season! Enjoy the winter break! 

 
Fifth – In Math, 5th grade is focusing on multiplying and dividing fractions.  
In Science we will be exploring how humans solve problems with the interactions of 
Earth’s four spheres: geosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere. In Reading, we 
will focus on Identifying Theme, multiple main ideas, multiple points of view, and 
figurative language. In Writing, we are focusing on the qualities of good informational 
writing, and the qualities of good information writing that would make a difference. 
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Art -Fifth grade artist will look at the cut paper art by Matisse and create 
two compositions using cut paper. One will be a realistic scene and then 
using a double of the same pieces they will create a nonrepresentational 
artwork. Both artworks will be put together as a diptych.  
Fourth grade artists will design a variety of op art patterns and color them in 
complimentary color schemes. They will use their designs to create an op 
art cube.  
Inspired by Winnie the Pooh, third grade artists will bring in their favorite 
stuffed animal and draw it and use colored pencils and a variety of 
techniques to add texture to their drawing.  
Second grade artists will create a doorway and write where they think their 
doorway leads. They will look at a variety of architectural doorway styles 
before they draw their own. They will use several different mediums and 
materials to finish their doorway.    
First grade artists will make 3D magical wands. They will use sticks from 
nature and add a variety of materials to complete them. They will look at 
their wands after they make them and make a 2D drawing of it.  
Kindergarten artists will draw themselves as a king, queen, princess or 
prince and then paint their self- portrait with watercolor paint and tempera 
paint.  
   

Media -. Chessie reading club is in full swing in our Media Center. The 
students are doing great coming in and answering their questions. Our goal 
is for all students in grades 1-5 to participate. Grades 1, 2, and 3 have been 
using our Chromebooks to access databases to research different topics. 
We are also familiarizing ourselves with the program Wixie, so we can 
present to our classmates about our research topics. Our fourth and 5th 
graders, will be taking a closer look at our Black-Eyed Susan Nominees.  
 

Physical Education - The month of December finds us playing a couple of 

the children's favorite games here at Ridgeway. While working on a game of 
"Santa’s little helpers" students will focus on throwing accuracy and team work 
skills. After that we will turn the gym into a mountain slope and Whoville as 
we play a game of "The Grinch". This game will build muscular strength and 

cardiovascular endurance as students race through the course trying to "steal 
Christmas" like the Grinch did in Dr. Seuss's How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas.   
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Music – General music students are still working on singing, melodic movement, 
and moving to the beat among other subjects. Instrumental and Choral students 
are busily to preparing for their winter concerts.  Please note the dates below so 
you are able to attend.  Mr. Bosch and Mr. Fisher look forward to seeing as many 
of you at the student concerts who can attend.  Mark your calendar!    

 
Band/Strings Concerts:   
          Wednesday, December 12, 2018 - Band and Strings Concert at 2:15 p.m. 
                                                                 Strings Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
         Thursday, December 13, 2018 -     Band Concert at 7:00 p.m.
                                                    

 Chorus Concert:  Tuesday, December 4, 2018 at 2:15 and 7:00 p.m. 
 
 Concert Dress:  Dress white shirt, dress black pants, black shoes; girls may 
wear a solid black skirt or a solid black dress. 

 

 Speech- We will be discussing fall holidays, activities and vocabulary in speech 

this month. Articulation ideas: Have your child draw or write all of their favorite 

Thanksgiving foods. Then, have your child find their sounds in any of these 

items. Have your child describe autumn. While describing and discussing 

autumn, have him/her practice ‘good sounds’.  

Language Ideas: ~Ask your child about his/her favorite part of Thanksgiving. Try 

to ask who, what, where, when and why questions. ~ Ask your child to describe a 

Thanksgiving dish. Try and guess what they are describing. ~ Have your child 

use full sentences when answering questions about Thanksgiving.  

GUIDANCE- Happy Holidays! We have a Ridgeway Giving Tree located in the 
main lobby if you'd like to donate a gift or two. If interested, just follow the four 
easy steps below.  
  
1. Take an ornament off the Giving Tree. Each ornament tells a child’s gender, age, 
and gift idea. 
2. Purchase the gift and wrap it. 
3. Attach the labeled ornament to the gift. This is important in matching the gift to the 
correct child. 
4. Bring all gifts to Mrs. Stup by Friday, December 14, 2018. 
  
Thank you for your generosity and support! 
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Counselor’s Corner 

Congratulations to the following students for earning Student of the 
Month by showing courtesy throughout the school.   

Kindergarten 
Mrs. Anderson – Aleina S. 
Ms. Corso –London B. 
Ms. Schiller – Andrea B. 
Ms. Webb –Seraphina A. 
Mrs. Sweitzer – Camryn C.             
 
First Grade 
Mr. Birus – Logan G.            
Mrs. Clark – Dorothy G.         
Mrs. Quarantillo – Dakota V.        
Mrs. Choo – Abigail C. 
 
Second Grade 
Mrs. Brown – Taylor S.        
Ms. Johnston – Lauriana M.       
Mrs. Pinckney –Amelia W.                 
Mrs. Ward –Chad M. 
 
Third Grade 
Ms. Potts – Raven S.         
Ms. Downie –Emelyn V.    
Ms. Heisman – Fatima K.         
Ms. Ryan – James B.  
Mrs. Zak – Lexie B.   

Third Grade 
Ms. Potts – Raven S.         
Ms. Heisman – Fatima K.         
Ms. Ryan – James B.  
Mrs. Zak – Lexie B.   

 

Fourth Grade 
Mrs. Carrigan – Reece M.            
Ms. Stepien – Carleigh S.     
Ms. Tran –Lillianna D.       
Mrs. Sym – Brady M.        
 
Fifth Grade 
Mrs. Bell – Vivian W.       
Mrs. Kent– Gage H.    
Ms. Toth – Emma E.           
Mrs. Stanton – Iris P.    
 
ACC 
Ms. Hallinin –Grace C.       
Ms. D’Angelo –Sammy I.      
 

 Please remember that next month’s focus is encouragement.  Encourage your students to demonstrate encouraging 

behavior at home and at school.  Here are some resources you may find helpful: 

Books: Have You Filled a Bucket Today? : A Guide to Daily Happiness for Kids  by Carol McCloud, Chrysanthemum 

by Kevin Henkes, The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds    

Websites: http://www.parenting.com/article/raising-a-compassionate-child 

http://www.pbs.org/wholechild/providers/getting.html  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1043218.Have_You_Filled_a_Bucket_Today_
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/519638.Carol_McCloud
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/193.Kevin_Henkes
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/825377.The_Dot
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/198837.Peter_H_Reynolds
http://www.parenting.com/article/raising-a-compassionate-child
http://www.pbs.org/wholechild/providers/getting.html


 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
Monday, December 3 December Newsletter available online   
 
Monday, December 3 PTA Meeting – Cafeteria 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
 
December 3-December 7 PTA Fundraiser at Five Below, Waugh Chapel Location 
 
Tuesday, December 4 Chorus Concert 2:15 pm (for the school) and 7:00 p.m.(community) 
 
Tuesday, December 4-6         Grade 5 CogAt Testing 
 
Thursday, December 6 Two-Hour Early Dismissal-1:20 pm Professional Development 
 
Friday, December 7               Kindergarten Field Trip to B&O Museum 
 
Wednesday, December 12   Band and Strings Concert at 2:15 p.m. (school) 

                                                                 Strings Concert at 7:00 p.m. (community) 
 
Thursday, December 13   Band Concert 7:00 p.m.  
      
   
Thursday, December 20      Fourth Grade Field Trip to Toby’s Dinner Theater 
 
Monday, December 24 – Winter Break - School Closed  
Monday, January 1   
 
Tuesday, January 2  School Reopens 

 
 
Monday, January 8  PTA Meeting – Cafeteria 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
 
Monday, January 21  Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday – Schools and offices closed 
 
Tuesday, January 29 Two-Hour Early Dismissal - 1:05 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, January 30 End of the Second Marking Period 
                                               Two-Hour Early Dismissal - 1:05 p.m. 
 

Thursday, January 31 Schools Closed For Students - Teacher Workday 


